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Leaving a pet behind can take the edge
off your pleasure at taking a holiday.
But with the right research, it canbea
holiday for the pet too

For pet owners, the reluctance to leave an animal behind can
be so strong that it begins to medify their holiday planning.
There may be a generation of over-sensitive pet owners who,
in the era before pet passports and microchips, habitually
holidayed within the UK. And although this may have curtailed
their choice, it can only have enhanced their enjoyment of the
holiday. For one thing, a pet completes a family; for another,
only a person with a heart of stone could enjoy a holiday in
the knowledge that a much-loved member of the family was
utterly miserable.
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The idea that pets despatched to lodgings will inevitably be
miserable is probably false more often than not. Most dogs
and cats, however intelligent and responsive they may seem,
are actually creatures of habit. A spell at a boarding kennel
will merely superimpose a new set of habits on an cld one.
Simple everyday imperatives —feeding, exercising, barking for
no obvious reason and, at length, sleeping — will elbow aside
any anxiety about the absence of familiar faces.

That isn’t to say, of course, that you should just drop them off
anywhere. Talk to friends with animals, and talk to the people
you meet on your daily walks. Draw up a short-list from
personal recommendations or other sources. Go to see
places, and if you feel like it, go without warning.

Suitable dogs
selected for
your home
environment

.matthews@barkingmad.uk.com
wwiw.barkingmad.uk.com
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People who board animals should not feel challenged when
called upon to demonstrate the quality of their care at short
notice. If they're busy with feeding or exercising, so much the
better - you'll get a first-hand idea of priorities and procedures,

The decision about which kennel or cattery to use will

ultimately be founded on a number of factors, many of them
intangible, so it may be important to get a sense of how the
organisation operates.

Don't be afraid to ask questions. Discuss any special dietary
requirements, and ask about insurance and veterinary cover.

Beacon View Kennels & Cattery
St Leonards Rd, Chivery :

01296 623021/ www.beaconviewkennels.co.uk
Cestreham Boarding Kennels

Springview Farm, Flaunden, HP3 OPR 07442 833368

Chiltern Boarding Kennels _

Cottage Bottom Rd, St Leonards 01494 758533

Fredwell Kennels A

Clipperdown Cottage, Ringshall 01442 851225

The 0ld Pastures

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring HP23 4JX 01442 824856 /
' www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

Waodfield Springs Boarding Kennels

Hog Lane, Ashley Green HP5 3NX 01442 865408

Happicats Cattery

83 High Street, Northchurch HP4 3QL 01442 862547

Barking Mad 01442 827237

Amanda Randall 07442 824616

Carolyn Jasper 07960475345

Walk the Dog 07976 743031/ www.walk-the-dog.net
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the same token, one of the things the kennel should most
tainly ask of you is to see an up-to-date vaccination record

your pet.

ay!

2 alternative to boarding (two, in the case of cats) is offered
he Berkhamsted area. It arises from the plausible idea that
Js miss human company. Esther Matthews' Barking Mad

Is foster homes for dogs while their owners are away.

: take a lot of trouble finding host families,’ says Esther.
wviously, they have to know dogs and care about them. A

uidelines

rlistings are intended to
E comprehensive, within
e immediate area. No
dorsement is implied.

e only way to feel
mfortable about putting
bur pet into someone
ke's care, after all, is to
kit, look around and ask
estions.

pear shaped

prkhamsted's FIRST Lifestyle Management & Concierge Service

Not enough hours in the day?

...my bedroom
needs painting

lot of our hosts are people
who already have a dog, or
young families and retired
people who don't want a
dog full-time!” Esther also
profiles her clients’ dogs, to
try to pick an environment
that will suit it.

“We provide a collection
and delivery service,” she
says, "and | won't put a
Berkhamsted dog into

a Berkhamsted home.
They usually settle in very
quickly”

Some pets take more sitting than others

Sit!

The second option is developed from the view that animals
are happier in their own, familiar environment. Instead of taking
them to the care service, pet-sitting brings the care service to
them. It works well with cats and other small creatures.

A good pet-sitter will keep an eye on houseplants, open and
close curtains and make sure there are no signs the house is
unoccupied.

But their main purpose is to feed the pets, give them a little
company and supervise their exercise if relevant. In these days
of budget air-fares, a pet-sitter may be one of the most expensive
elements of your holiday, but when you find one you can rely on
your holiday will be much more carefree.

We can take care
of any task for you...
No Job is
TOO BIG or too small

Call now for your
FREE
consultation

<

That TO DO List
IS NOw...
'DONE!!

www.pearshapedlifestyle.com

aine 07770 746807
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